[Primary radiotherapy of recurrent Merkel cell carcinoma of the eyelid. Case report and review of the literature].
Despite an increasing number of reports Merkel-cell-carcinoma still is a rare neoplasm. Reports on radical radiotherapy are sparse. We report on a successful radical radiotherapy of a recurrent Merkel-cell-carcinoma of the eyelid in an 84-year old woman, using a hypofractionated treatment of 50 Gy with 70 kV-X-rays, 10 fractions of 5 Gy within 5 weeks. Rapid and complete remission was achieved, with no signs of local or distant failure 24 months after the end of therapy. The case reported on highlights the radiosensitivity of this tumor and the role of radiotherapy not merely as salvage procedure.